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Baptift Church, and favored of God as a preach. 
er, and no doubt highly efteemed by many of 
his brethren, on account of his ufefulnefs ; they 


aig alleles’ to enter into a labor wit 
him, if poffible to convince him of what they 
ealled his errors. But basil: like rane per- 
miflion to anfwer for himfelf, he was enabled to 
eonvince feveral of the om, of what he called i Deir 


¢ 
errors. Among thofe convinced, there were fev. 
eral cofpel minilters, who fought for a morenn. 
timate acquaintance with Randel; and after i- 


ant 


. . ~t? : Nn as C Ns 
guiringe particularly into his fentiments ay 
b. .? & ? 
ee. i es ; 
fearching the fcripture for themielves, they w 
4 2 
nre a = om = i ne 4, a 
convinced that thefe things were fo, r that th ; 
4 
° pe, Bp, A | re Fo - 
olsen by Kandel were true. 
i std 2 tek eiC ys GE antord a (Ae. ) Woy 
a Re eee ee Cee Pes | 
+ .* } 4. - ‘ 4 rT Ate Ne 
O2.0 OL tiic ga2 it Of Lijcac AZiniitei talc be WTS CON: 
peeves He was aman of a» clafiic education, 


ip 

1d underitood the languages well, and was ve. 
a t 1% se 44+ear Ade etc ee 
ry ag at that ti ime, in initructing his breth. 
- | - iesheiaics sicrink I ia a _- eT 
ren, both in pu blic and private. He was a man 
a ie sailed i ee { , ve a lita « nny Ss 
{ji TrCW W ords, ut they VW rfc Liew neta of oold 
in pictures of filver-—they always weighed hes 


vier than they looked. 


hilder since! vid spacey ¢ Cilmantown, (nN. 1 
} C Ve 
was anothe at was convinced. A id as ne 
, Sy . — + animate, a F . whe 
had been ner y enfnared by Calviniim, wher 
Ga “ 
La; mw 
L pe 


7 ° 1 cro an 
ne was convinced, its ae Vi0 
ge a eo eS. oe 
le; it O} pps ofers We VV aT a he ; ae mid andel c "am e {d- 
lather and preached, it would appear to a can. 
iJ 


ye SRE a es ee ae } ; > ¢hal 
cid nearer, by tie time tucy had done, {Rial 
hk, . 1 dint att Pawan Se ‘« ? (oe 
there was ak one wildie pone {leit in the ikin 0 
: os it: oh ab PSN a 
what they ufed to callthe hydra montien, @ 
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This greatly exafperated their opponents, 
who, not knowing what elfe to do, and finding 
ll hope of reclaiming them was gone, threw at- 
ter them the appellations, /free-willer, free-will 
baptift, general-provifion baptift, open-communion bap- 
tift, &c. &c. 

Thefe newfafhioned names, greatly alarmed 
the people of almoit every denomination. and 
raifed fuch a fpirit of envy againit thefe preach- 
ers, that they foon began to perfecute them. 
And thefe harmlefs people found the faying of 


sthe Apofile verified in themfelves, “ If any man 
twill live Godly in Chrift jefus, he fhall fuffer 


perfecution.” They were frequently reviled 
and oppofed in private, and before public aflem- 
blies ; and fometimes by thofe who were called 
the minifters of Chrift, and were efteemed and 
reverenced by the people as fuch. 

Klder Benjamin Randel, at a certain time, be- 
ing ona journey ealtward, was defired by fome 
of the people, to preach at a meetin shoufe, not 
far from Kennebec river. He accordingly made 


pan appointment, and attended at the time. And 


when he came to the place, found a large con- 
eregation of pepe gathere d before the meet- 
ingho yufe, and the parfon of the parifo among the 
relt, who ftepped up to Randel, and dem nanded 
of him to tell by wha authority he did thefe 
things, and who gave him this authority, Viz. 
to gO ya appoint ‘meetin ngs in parithes which 
were not his own ? 

Randel very readily informed him, that he 
was called and authorifed of God, to go into 
all the world, rie preach the eofp: 1 to every 
, 2 
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creature. The parfon, upon hearing this, fley 
into a paflion, and demanded of him to work; 4 
miracle, as a confirmation of his word. And 
holding out his horfe whip, and lifting up his 
voice, with a commanding tone, faid, “1 de 
mand of you, in the prefence of the congregi. 
tion, to take this rod and turn it into a ferpent.” 
A gentleman of the town, who was ftanding by, 
aniwered and faid, “I guefs, if he was to, Mr. 
W—p, you would be the very firft man that 
would run from it.” By that time the people 
got into an uproar. Part were for having Ran- 
de 1 go into the meeting houfe, and part were 
for keeping him out. Randel then defired f. 
tence, and informed the people, that the Mott 
a. dwelleth not in temples made with hands ; 
and {tepping up on a grave, faid, “1 will have 


this grave for my pulpit, and the heavens for § 


33 


my found ling board.” He then began to preach 
to the people, although the parfon, with feveral 
others, went away much difgufited. Yet many 


of thofe who tarried Oe it to be a time of 


refrefhing to their fouls, and went away prail- 
ing God for the glorious truth they had heard. 

“At another time , he was about to adminifter 
baptifm toa numb. er of candidates, in a place 
which is now called Philipfburg ; and for that 
purpoie, they repaired to a fmall mill pond, it 
being the moft convenient place. ‘The man w ho 
owne ed the pond, feeling great oppolition to Ran- 
del, refolved to deprive him of the privilege of 
baptizing in it ; and therefore ran immediately 
to his mill, and hoifted both gates, if poflible to 
dwaw off the water, and fo to difappoint him. 
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Randel obferving that the water was faft falling, 
without knowing the intention of the man, 
faid, “‘ our heavenly Father hath ‘given us fome 
water to baptize in, and we muit improve it 
while we have it,” and then began to baptize. 
The man finding himfelf difappointed, ran with 
ereat violence to the bridge, and taking up a 
club in his hand, he threw it at Randel as he 
was baptizing. But as he threw it, fome of the 
people caught hold of his arm and {topped its 
force, fo that the club fell fhort of Randel, and 
dropped into the water. Several clubs were 
fent afterwards, and the mifchief was prevented 
in the fame manner as before. Randel obferved 
that the clubs were falling into the water, but 

eing folemnly engaged, he made no inguiry, 


i until the candidates were all baptized ; when 
| coming up out of the water, and feeing a tu- 
| mult among the people on the bridge, he inqui- 


red the caufe of it. Upon which he was inform- 
ed, that there was aman on the bridge, who had 
been trying to kill him, while he had been bap- 
tizing. Where is the dear foul ? faid Randel ; 


j let me go and fpeak to him. ‘Vhen crqwding 


through the people, he came to the man, and 
began « to addrefs him in the moft loving man- 
ner. But, the man feeing Randel, immediately 


| fetting his. brow as brafs, and his meek as an iron 


fnew, drew back his arm, and direéted his fift 


s at Randel’s face; and no doubt the blow would 
t have proved fatal, had it not been for the all- 


preferving hand of God through the interfe- 


s rence of feveral friendly perfons who were fiand* 


| ing by, and fuddenly pulled Randel back out of 


mrs - 
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the man’s reach. ‘“ Why did you not let hint 
{trike me ?” faid Randel ; “ it might have been 
the means of the converfion of his dear foul.” 
‘Thefe, with many other fuch like things, he told 
me he had fuffered ; but want of room forbids 
the infertion of any more of them here. 

The oppofition thefe men met with drove 
them to their clofets to afk wifdom of God, 
** who giveth liberally to all men, and upbraideth 
not; and to their bibles, in order to furnifh 
themfelves with arguments to convince their 
oppofers. And as they prayed to God, and 
read their bibles they found that the old faying, 
*“‘ the bible is a fealed book,” was nothing but 
prie/tcraft, contrived to keep the people in igno- 
rance and blindnefs, and to make them pay for 
preaching. They found that the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah had prevailed to take the book 
and open the feals ; and that the bible itfelf is 
its beft expofitor, and uniformly means exactly 
what it fays, fo that “ he may run that readeth 
it.” As light increafed in their minds, they 
prized the bible higher and higher ; they found it 
to be a perfect rule of faith and practice. And 
that all other rules invented by men, fuch as 
“¢ articles of faith, © church articles,” abe of dif- 
cipline, ‘Jc. were altogether unneceflary and 
burdenfome to good pe -ople ; ; and the very things 
which wound Chrift 3 in the houfe of his friends, 
and keep the lovers of Jefus at variance with 
each other. 

Upon this confideration, this little company of 
men, together with their littl: flocks, agreed to 
lay afide all fuch weights, and to take the holy 
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{cripture for their only rule of faith and_prac- 
tice; and to believe, preach, practife, and deal 
with each other as they direct. This being done, 
God began more vifibly to own and blefs their 


p labours ; gave them many fouls as feals of their 


minittry, and as ftars in their crown of rejoicing. 


Their {peech and their preaching, (to be fure)- 


was not with enticing words of men’s wifdom, 
but it was in demonttration of the {pirit, and 


i with power; for they commended themfelves 


to every man’s confcience in the fight of God. 


| Men, women, and children, were frequently 


pricked in their hearts under their preaching, 

and cried out (like thofe in the apoftles’ day,) 

men and brethren, what fhall we do? Souls 
is “i 


| were frequently convicted and. converted under 


their improvement, and the power of God was 


| wonderfully difplayed in their meetings: The 


number daily increafed, notunbitanding all the 
oppolition they met with from profeflors and 
re In thofe days they ufed fometimes to 

ace themfelves, by finging the following lines : 


Lord pity outcafts vile and bafe, 
The poor dependants on thy grace, 
Whom mea difturbers cal! 
By finners, and by fatnts withftood, 
For thefe too bad, for thofe too good, 
Condemn’d, or fhun’d by all. 
Though faithtul Abraham us neglect, 
And though his ranfom’d race elect, 
Agree to give us up; 
Thou art our Father, and thy name, 
For everlafting is the fame; 
On thee we build our hope. 


Abeut this time feveral fmall churches were 
Seas: in conne@tion with the church of 
hrift,in New-Durham ; viz. one in Littlefalle 
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dee ei one in Woolwich, one in chee. = 
town, one in Edgcomb, and one at a place cal} 


ed! nee Riv ver, and one at New-Gloucefter, and 
n Parfonstield, meg 


o 


i 
As thefe men Doak 4 a diftance from cach 
: to 


e202 


1er, they found it neceflary meet at itated 
1 


times, for the pur; a of converfing together, 
« > 
and conveying to 1ch other the light which 


God had soeudeiblaiaied to them, fo that what. 
ever was communicated to any one of them, 
was for the benefit of the whole. And if any 
one had a burden, all helped him to bear it. 
Thoie ineetings vere nurferies of union, knowl. 
ede, experience, and practical piety. 


The firft of thofe g eneral me a os 


at a place which is = ow Called 


December 6:h, 1783; and wa 
number of Elders and brethrers, che i 
trom the feveral branches of this httle brother- 
hood. Elder Pelatiah Tingley, was appcteee 
clerk, to minute their proceedings. And afte 
folemn prayer to God for hleffing and dire Aton: 
& « 4 
they agreed to go forward in communion of 
bread and wine, and wafhing one another’s feet. 
gg was a time ef refrefhing to their 


o 
iy r fucl ~> h} Tin ~~ a =) 
; cha bleih ne in their frit mee 
we ag peed to meet rour tin nes in a ye ar, chen 
’ 


—- 
— 
4 

= os? 

~~ 

rt 

ben we 

ty) os : “f 


ae Oo ~~ 


"2 
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e- _ a: - ae | * > Te aed on a 
thofe meetings were cauied Quarterly mectings, 
viz. at New-Giouceit 


7 , . 4 

the week in March ; at New-Durham the fir 
~ } 
i I 


tal 
V4 


do. an June; at Woolwich, (Kennebec) the 

mrit do. in September ; at Littlefalls-Plantation, 

(now called Philipiburg,) the firft do. in Decem- 

ber. At this meeting they received Fo/zph Fud- 
© ‘ J if ~ 
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bins, Of Hopkinton, and certified that they 
thought he had a gift toimprove in public. They 
Mo received and gave certificates to a number 
of brethren, then living ; in Denton, and fent a 
committee to fet them in order. And after fet- 
ing the church in order at Littlefalis, they wrote 
2 very weighty epiftle to the churches and con- 

gations, eaft and welt; wifhing them grace, 
mercy, and peace, and exhorted them to beflir 
themfelves, to labour in God’s vineyard, to 
know their lots and abide in them. And as they 
iewed the fields all white and ready to harveit, 
exhorted them to pray for faithful labourers ; alfo 
xhorting watchmen to exert themfelves to the 
itmolt for the promotion of Chrift’s glorious 
ind illuftrious kingdom, until the /rone, cut out 
{the mountain, fhould fill the whole earth ; 
fo earnefily Befeeching finners to be reconciled 
0 God; parents to bring up their children in 
he nurture and admonition of the Lord ; chil- 
lren to obey their parents; hufbands to love 
heir wives, and wives to be in fubjection to 
heir hufbands, &c. &c. 

The appointments of thofe quarterly mect- 
ngs, opened a great door for the fpreading of 
0d’s word. “Large congregations of people 
enerally attended. And although it was fre- 
i rently. the cafe, that fome attended thro ugh 

wy for the purpoie of difturbing, contradidt- 

g,and oppoiing them; yet they bore thefe 
ngs with -fuch patience and levtcnde, and 
‘ the fame time endeavouring to explain them- 
ane in fuch a pl: in manner, “that it convinced 
ome of their moit violent oppoiers. 
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Not only this, but the minifters confidering 
themfelves under obligation to attend thote 
meetings, it kept them a great part of their time 


travelling ic one meeting to hereon th and | 


went, ic. where = doors were opened for 
them: fo that they were almoft continually 
preaching, either publicly, or from houfe to 
houfe, and were fcattering the good feed almof 
every where. They often went forth weeping, 
bearing precious feed : But they came again with 
rejoicing, bringing their fheaves with them. 
Their next quarterly meeting was holden at 
New-Gloucetter, March 6th,1784, a goodly num. 
ber attended. They opened their meeting with 
praife and prayer, then received and read feve- 
ral loving letters of falutation from New-Dur. 
ham, Parfonsfield, & Woolwich, which greatly en- 
cour ged them to go onin the ways of “the L ord, 
and to keep up their meetings. Elder Daniel Hil. 
bard, was appointed Moderator, and Elder ‘1 
Maccumber, Clerk—Their firft bufinefsS was, to 
know if the brethren and fifters prefent, were 
in feliowfhip with each other: and upon cx 
amination found a 1 oft blefied union. ‘They 
then fat for weethie: Elder Benjamin Randé 
preached a very weighty, inftructing, and com: 
forting fermon, from Pfal. cxxxili. 1,“ Beboll 
how good, and how pleafant it is forbrethren to dwel 
together in unity.” Vhis was followed by a num: 
ber of weighty teftimonies to the fame purpot, 
which made the fcene glorious. Their meeting 
continued three days ; they had a blefied feafon 
ia communion; they clofed the fcene with an 
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eather weighty epiftle to the churches and con- 
gregations. 

Their next quarterly meeting was holden. at 
New-Durham, June sth, the fame'year. Elder 
Samuel Weeks, was appointed Moderator, and 
Elder Pelatiah Tingley, Clerk. Their numbe 
appeared to be confiderably increafed, and the 
power Of God was wonderfully difplayed in 
their meeting, both in preaching the word, in 
the adminiftration of the Lord’s fupper, and 
wafhing the faints’ feet. ‘The letters of faluta- 
tion from the feveral churches were refrefhing. 
The churches in general, appeared to be ftriving 
to get into gofpel order; and the minitters 
were much engaged to fet in order thofe things 
which were wanting. They were much op- 
pofed, and fet at naught, by their adverfaries ; 
but God owned and blefied their labours, al- 
though they were as yet but a little flock, or 
as lambs among wolves; the great Shepherd 
athered them with his arms, and carried them 
1. his bofom. At that meeting, for fome reafon, 


‘they found it neceffary to grant a certificate to 


the brethren at New-Glouceiter, certifying, that 
they were a regular baptiff church, and alfoa 
certificate to Elder Daniel Hibbard, certitying 
that he was a regular ordained minifter. 

It appears that at that time, they made no 
ufe of the terms Ireewiller, Freewill-baptif?, &c. 
They confidered their feveral branches, as fo 
many churches of Chrift, and yet collectively 
they confidered themfelves but one church of 
Chrift, and owned the name daptif? only as a 
term of, diftinction, to diftinguifh themfelves 
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from their oppreflors, who were annually imp 
fing minifterial taxes upon them conirary tg 
the: r coniciences; and often diftreiiing thei 
families, and fometimes dragging them to prifia 
or ob liging them to get certificates to fhew tha 
they were not of their fect, viz. ‘That they we 
not of what they ufed to call the good old franain 
order. But fo good as they were, (after th 
people had certificates) they were never fo goo 
as to pay back the money, which they had taker | 
by force from thofe people. That was all kept 
perhaps hundreds of dollars, firft and laft. How 
ever, I think it probable that fuch money hi 
not profpered very wel! with them; and thg 
people from whom it was taken, have made ou 
very well without it; having taken joy fully th 
{poiling of their goods. 
Their hext quarterly meeting was holden a 
Edgcomb, (Kennebec) September 4th, the fam 
year. Elder Benjamin Randel, was appointet 
Moderator, and Ebenezer Brookings, Clerk. They 
received letters, and verbal accounts from tht 
feveral churches, and found them in gener: 
well engaged, though in fome places they werg 
rather low. They hada reft efhing feafon in doing 
their bufinefs, and alfoin mee tings of worfhip: 
adminiltration of the Lord’s fupper, &c. Bug 
as the people called Shakers, were endeavour 
ing at that time to make inroads upon them 
and had fucceeded in feveral- places, ané 
had drawn away a number after them. Theyj 
therefore, agreed to hold a day of fafting oi 
the 13th of the enfuing October, and proclaim} 
ed the ame in their general epittle i in the followR 
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sing words : * Under a deep and forrowful con- 


fideration how prevalent errors of every kind 
are, in this our day ; we agree, and moft earneft- 
ly recommend to our chriftian friends, to keep 
Wednefday, the 13th day of October next, as a 
day of falting, with prayer to almighty God, for 
Jefus Chrift’s fake, to fcatter and confume this 
{moke, with the breath of his mouth and bright- 
nefs of his appearing, and unwind fatan, in all his 
ferpentine windings and delufive charms, and 
fhortly bruife him under us.” 

This faft was attended, and it is likely that 
their prayers were heard and anfwered, for all 
the difficulty foon fubfided, and thoie people 
made no more inroads upon them. 

Their next meeting was holden at Littlefalls 
Plantation, Dec. 7th, the fame year. Elder Pel- 
atiah ‘Tingley was appointed moderator, and 
George Philbrick, clerk. The letters of faluta- 
tion to this meeting were full of fervent prayers 
for grace, mercy, and peace, for the whole Iirae! 
of God; and with pathetic exhortations to min- 
ters and people to arife and fhine, and live pre- 
pared for the coming of Jefus. 

Their union increaf¢d from meeting to meeting, 
as they became more and more acquainted with 
each other. ‘The watchmen began more than ev- 
er to fee eye to eye, and to lift up their voice to- 
gcther; and the brethren feemed refolved to 
cleanfe the houfe. 

At this meeting they rejected ‘fohn Gordan, of 
Littlefalls, from their fellowfhip and member- 
fhip, for his immoral conduét, and noted him in 


their general epiftle. 
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In the year 1785, their quarterly meetings ip 
March, June, and September, were holden in 
their ufual places. The brethren in general ap 
peared to be itedfatt, and abound ing in the work 
of the Lord, excepting the church at a place call. 
ed Little River, (Me.) In this place, what they 
called the prede finarian plan, got in among them, 
And they difputed fo long about decrees, pur 
Anat foreordination, predeftination, eternal, par. 

icular, perfonal election, and what they called 
ae final perfeverance of the faints, that many of 


them lott the life and pow er of relicion. And 


when they had difputed till mye were all fick 
and tired of it, all that the made out, that 
might be we ca GS on, was {imp ly this, « Eke 
hat believeth and is baptized, fall be faved; 


but he that believeth hot fhall be damned.’ 


And re their letter of fahatation to the June 


hk 


icripture hath faid, were rooted out of the world.” 

In Georgetown, (Kennebec) they experienced 
a ble ne revival the fame year. The ordained 
liters were few in nu nber, but they were ve: 
ry in du itrious, and travelled from town to town, 
preaching the word. ‘hey were very careful to 
attend thofe quarterly meetings : and.I think i 
probable, that, like Mofes, they had a refpeé un- 
to the recompence of rew aed. For according to 
their minutes, they. never failed of having the 
fenfible akreny of their Mafter Jefus at thole 


a 
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ae ai 


At their September quarterly meeting, whichi 
was holden at Edgcomb, (Kennebec) they ex- 
amined and ordained Elder Fohn Whitney. He 


quarterly meeting, faid, that they “would tof 
God, that all beliefs, but a belief on Jefus, as they 
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was an ufeful brother. He travelled almoft all 


7 his time. God blefled his labors, and gave him 
ape) Many fouls as feals of his miniftry. But he met 
p ; 
srk with a great deal of difficulty, by reafon of men 
oe f other denominations creeping into his labors, 
epee 2nd making fplits and divifions among the young 
fee brethren, (and as it were trying to Y divide the 
urfe living child). Sometimes, he would rather give 
arf them all up, than to have them divided. One 


joie day, 2 man who was an enemy to Whitney, afk- 
_ fe, ed avery noted Calvinit baptift minifter, if he 
> knew aman by the name of John Whitney? 


—_ 
~~ 
aa 
i 
toe 


“4 : Yes, replied he, very well; he is a precious child 
1.f) Of God. Do you think, fir, faid the man, that 
1k a W! litney is qualified to preach the gofpel ? O 
*y yes, faysthe minifter, I have no doubt of that ; 


4 » [have a great many precious brethren and filters 
‘—) in my church, who were converted under his 


o improvement. It may be obferved of fome min- 
hel iiters, that a reformation generally follows them ; 
ra 


“ ; & of others, that they generally follow the reformation. 
_ At this September meeting, they fent another 


Cue 
“Th? very weighty epiftle to the churches and congre- 
le 

= © gation. Alfo, fent a committee to vilit “the 
VR) church at Little River, to affift them in their 
iy) : ry. ° e . 
“me ® weak and fcattered fituation. Their vifit was at- 
to 

_. fm tended with good effect ; ps they clofed the 
~ meeting by finging the follow ing lines : 
in- 

to All glory be given to Jefus our King, 

Lae His prefence is heaven, it makes angels fing ; 
oer We would join in their lays, and pray we may g give 

oic Him eternal praife, with millions who live. 


In the heaven of heavens, in the manfions above, 
With their fins all forgiven, immerfed in love, 
ich To join with their lyre, and extol his great name, 
Is - our defire, for Chrift’s fake—Amen. 
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Their December quarterly meeting, (by a 
previous appointment) was holden at Gorham, 
December 3d, 1785. Their meeting opened by 
prayer, praife, &c. Elder Daniel Hibbard was 
appointed moderator, and Elder Pelatiah Tin. 
a] scYs clerk. They received and read a number 
of loving letters of falutation from the feveral 
ethan in the brotherhood, which contained 
many fervent prayers that the Lord would vilit 
his bride, and caufe that travailing pangs might 
be in Zion; that children might be born to 
God ; that fatan’s kingdom might fall ; and 


Chrift’s kingdom be built up ; with much ex- FF 
hortation to the brethren, freely to wear out f) 


their mortal bodies in the fervice of Jefus Chrift. 


ual ‘ : ‘ ar 
The churches generally complained of having Ff 
many adverfaries, but blefled God for the union f 


they felt to Chrift, and to one another. 


At this meeting, they agreed to admit to their f 
communion, all fuch perfons as give a fatisfacto- FE" 
ry evidence that they are united to Chrift by aff ‘ 


living union with him. Then Samuel Thombs, 


and James Mc Corfon, of Gorham, with twen- J 
ty others, unitedly came forward, and joined] 


them in their quarterly meetings. ‘This was a 
time of refrething from the pr efence of the Lord. 
They then fung the followi ing hymn, compofed 
by Elder Benjamin Randel : 


If we indeed, are what we fav, 
All followers of the Lamb : 

All children of the glorious day, 
May love our fouls inflame. 


Love, only love, in word and tongue, 
Can e’er endure the fire ; 

We al! muft bear the teft ere long— 

in Jove, O be entire, 
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_ Love then, O love the lovely One 
q Whom love brought from above, 

., Who bled to raife us te a crown, 
y a That we may {wim in love. 
iS Be Love, love, pure love fulfils the law, 
n- Love purifies the heart ; 

_ Love will us into union draw, 
cr ee Love will not let us part. 


é O love !—My brethren, let us love, 
= And fhow the world that we 
hit B Are travelling to the world above, 
Fy All bound in unity. 
% 
; 
4 


Love, all the hofts above infpires, 










d In love they all agree ; 

ni To live in love be our defires, 
> X- And love eternally. 

yut 


In the year 1786, there was nothing very ex- 
Hraordinary took place; their meetings were 
Fegularly attended, and they enjoyed retrefhing 
Heafons at their quarterly meetings, both in 
preaching the word, and in the “‘adminiftra- 
Hion of the Lord’s fupper, &c. Committees 
vere chofen and fent from thofe meetings, to 
: pili the churches, to affift them in their labours 
~"? Where fuch aflittance was thought neceflary, or 
at Balled for by the churches. In the church at 


14 Yew-Gloucefter, there was a great declenfion : 
- F hey got into a low and {fcattered fituation, fo 
f F hat the brethren at their quarterly meeting in 
ofe 


March, found it neceflary to lay the church un- 
ler admonition. ' 
At their June quarterly meeting, which was 
Rolden at New-Durham, June 3d, 1786, they 
ad a good feafon, and found a blefled union 
mong ; themfelves, and fent a very loving letter 
f falutation to the New- Hampjbire affociation, 
ihing them profperity in every thing which 
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is for God’s glory, and the good of precious 
fouls; that all ftumbling-blocks might be re. 
moved out of the way ; that all thincis. evil fur. 
mifing, evil thinking, &c. might be expelled on 
both fides from every heart ; exhorting all to 
lay afide every weight, and to work while the 
day lafts; to lahor wholly for God and hi 
caufe ; to be exceeding careful in thought, word 
and action, fo as in no wife to ftain the charac. 
ter of the glorious Jehovah, “Who will have 
all men to be faved and come to the knowledge 
of the truth;” teftifying that their doors had 
been, and were ftill open to the meflengers o 
the meek and low ly Jefus, of whatever name, 
Alfo declaring that they prayed for, and rejoice 
in the advancement, reign and promotion 
the caufe of the King of kings, and Lord a 
lords, &c. But I cannot find on the records any 
anfwer from the affciation to them, and I think 


it likely that the afociation did not fee fit to feng 


them one. 
At their September meeting, which was hd 
den at Edgcomb September 2d, the fame year 


they hada very folemn feafon. They foung 


the churches in general very well engaged ; bu 
that a number of individuals had got to be dil 
orderly, which laid them under the neceflity 0 
appointing brethren to go from place to place 
to vifit and labour with thofe diforderly walk 
ers. And painful as it was to their tender fee 
ing hearts, they were conftrained (by lovet 
their precious fouls and the caufe God,) to li 
feveral of their profefled brethren under a¢ 
monition. 
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“ [n thofe days where the churches were fmall, 
“ @ and the brethren young, when any brother or 
fifter in the church, was in any reipett diforder- 


0 ly, they thought they had fomething more to do 
hy | than to blot their names out of a paper, or to 
he vote them out of the church; neither were they 
a S ofthe opinion of fome, that let them do as bad 
ie pas they would, and go as far as they cau/d, ** The 
ia LORD would bri ing them back again ;” sed that 
WES though they fall foully, they fhall not fall finally : 

“ft but they thought, if any one erred from the 
ha truth and one ‘converted him, that the one that 
OM converted the finner from the error of his way, 
MM Baihould fave a foul from death, and hide a multi- 
{ tude of fins. They confidered the members of 





the church, as fo many members of the body ; 
that they were all neceflary and ufeful in their 
feveral places ; if one of thofe members fuffered, 
all the members fuffered with it ; if one of the 
Bnembers was honored, all the members rejoiced 
vith it. When any member of the church, got 
yut of joint any way, or difordered by any means, 
he brethren {pared no pains or colt to get the 
Mnember into place, or to have the diforder heal- 
cd. Therefore, as foon as they had information 
Behat any brother or iifter had erred from the 
mruth, the firft thing was to go and fee them, 
alk and pray with them, and exhort them to 
onfefs and forfake their fins. If that would not 














é : lo, they would two or three go and labour in the 
“ aS «manner ; and if that * would not. reclaim 
“8 em, then they would call their little church to- 


rether, and let all the brethren try ; and if the 
anfgrefling brother or fifter remained impeni- 
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a) 


tent, they would go to the next quarterly meet. 
ing and requeft help ; then a number of the mof 
difcerning and fkiltul brethren mutt be fent to 
afiift them in labouring with fuch impenitent, #%- 
diforderly brethren. If thofe members fill re. 


mained obitinate, the brethren would then lay 


them under a written admonition, andfendthem 
a letter full of heart-felt, heart-melting expref. : 
fions ; and then a fecond upon the back of it, in , 
the name of the quarterly meeting, “ Line upon 

line ; Precept upon precept ; ;? and good faithful: : 
brethren every time to bear the letters, to labour 
withthem. And if after all thefe trials and la. r 


bours, they itill remained diforderly, and it ap. 
peared neceflary that fuch members fhould 
cut off ; that the body was in danger by their 
ftaying on any longer ; then with much weeping 
and heart-aching, a letter of rejection was fent. 
This method of labouring with diforderly 
brethren was indeed coftly “and painful ; but 
where they thought that the falvation of a foul 
was depending on their faithfulnefs, they did not 
value the co:t or pains ; for they concluded, that 
if they reclaimed them, there would be more jor 
in Heaven, over one fuch repenting finner, than 
over ninety and nine jutt perfons, who need no 
repentance. And befides, this method of labor 
ing, proved very a affecting in general ; fometimes 
the -y would gain them the fart time, fometimes 
the fecond, fometimes the third, and fometime 
at the very laft, they would repent, return, com 
feis, and forfake ; and give fuch fatisfaCtion to og 
their bre thren, as would more than compeniat 


eer 
them for all their labors. [Tobe Continued.) @, “ 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


> II OO 
An account of late reformations, SF revivals of religion. 


A very glorious reformation took place in 


1 Bthe town of Saco in the year 1808, at a quar- 
. Bterly meeting which was holden in that place, 
; on the Saturday after the third Wednefday in 
" BAuguft. This meeting wvas compoted of four 
‘ ordained minifters, viz. Tingley, Buzzell, Leach, 


and Hobbs, and a very large number of praying 
brethren and fifters. Being aflembled, we were 
conginced that the people could not be made 
‘ Bcomfortable in any building in that place, and 
knowing that the Moft High dwelleth not in 
temples ‘made with hands, we repaired to a grove 
where convenient feats were prepared under the 
shade of the ipreading branches of the trees. 
he people were in number about two thoufand, 
he exercife began with praife and prayer, fol- 
lowed by folemn and weighty exhortation 
he people to wait on the Lord. We th 

alled for, and heard a refrefhing report foi om 
he Several churches, with fome- afleéting ac- 
ounts of revivals of religion in feveral places. 
‘his was followed again with much exhortation 
othe people, to feek the Lord while he may 
be found, and call upon him while he is near. 
rhe people appeared very folemn, and gave heed 
0 the things which were fpoken to them. After 
tthort intermiffion, we fat for worfhip, which 
egan with finging ‘and prayer. After which a 
etrmon was delivered by one of the minitters, 
ed: ) Bn which"he endeavoured to fhew men their de- 
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plorable condition while in a ftate of alienation 
from God, and their utter inability to deliver 
themfelves from that ftate, by any thing that 
they could do of themfelves. But told then 
that God had fo loved the world, that he had 
given hisSon Jefus Chrift to bleed, groan, and 
die for them ; that by his propitious death, he 
iad rendered their fins pardonable, and their 
fouls falvable, that he had fent his holy fpirit to 
teflify of himfelf, & to reprove the world of fin, 
righteoufne’s and judgment ; and withal how 
able, willing, and ready this blefled Jefus 1s to 
receive, forgive, and fave the chief of finnen 
when they repent;believe and fubmit themfelvd 
io him. This alfo was followed by a numba 
of weighty exhortations, from both male an 
female. Toward the clofe of the exercifes, a littl 
boy about twelve years old, being deeply im 
prefled with a fenfe of the dangerous fituatior 
jinners were in, arofe and in a powerful and 
perfuafive manner, entreated them to “ flee fro 
the wrath to come.” This ftruck the congre 
gation ina very folemn manner, and finnet 
began to fall under the power of God. Th 
meeting continued two days,in which time fev 
eral powerful and inftructing fermons were de 
livered, and many exhortations, with ferven 
prayers to God for the outpouring of his fpirit 
and for an ingathering of fouls. ‘The fcene wa 
truly glorious ; the minifters alternately preacl 
ing ; the faints witnefling to the folemn trut! 
and unitedly imploring the divine benedictid 
on the congregation. a vilible concern appea 


ing all the while on the minds of poor finner§ 
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On the evening of the fecond day, fome fouls 
were brought to rejoice in the Lord, and the 
work began to {pread in a wonderful manner. 
The next day almoft every houfe in the vicini- 
ty was filled with the cries of finners begging 
for mercy. Young men and maidens, old men 
and children, were the fubjects of the work. 
This was * noifed abroad, and the multitude 
came together.” The people flocked from ev- 
ery direction, to fee and hear the young con- 
verts, who {truck the fpectators with amaze- 
ment. Many of them were convinced that this 
was the work of God, and cried out faying, 
“this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous 
inour eyes.” ‘There was fome oppolition, but 
the oppoférs were almoft afhamed to fhew their 
heads. ‘The ferpent was obliged to go upon his 
belly and eat duit. In the day time they aflem- 
bled in the grove, and in the evening they met 
in private houfes. The people had but little 
time, or delire, to eat, drink, or ileep. ‘The work 
continued in this powerful manner about three 
weeks, in which time the above named minif- 
ters made them feveral vifits, and perfuaded 
them to continue in the grace of God. About 
one hundred and fifty fouls were hopefully con- 
verted in the time of the work. Forty one per- 
fons were baptized at one time by Buzzell and 
Hobbs. The baptifm was performed in the fol- 
lowing manner, viz. the candidates were exam- 
ined in the grove, then walked about a mile and 
ahalf tothe water. The number of the people 


attending was about fixteen hundred ; fome in 
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carriages, fome on horfeback, and others oy 
toot. The candidates, and almoft the whole com, 
pany of the difciples, walked in the centre, with 
their books open in their hands, finging the 
praifes of God. The adminiftrators rode in the 
rear. The fcene was folemn ; the {fpectaton 


were filent, and many of them mourning for 
their fins. There was nothing to be heard but i‘ 
the high praifes of God founding from thé 
mouths of thofe new born fouls. When they fie 
came to the water, the people fituated them h 
felves in a circular form, round about the plac? 
defigned for baptifm. The adminiftrators knee bs 
ed down in the centre of the candidates, andj " 
prayed to God to grant his afliftance, that hi - 
Spirit might reft upon both adminiftrators ani‘ 
candidates, and that a holy folemnity might rei” 
upon every fpectator. The adminiftrators thei,” 
proceeded to the water, with each a candida “ 
by the hand, leading them down into the wa of 
ter, where they baptized them “ in the name ¢ " 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Hol 
Ghoilt,” each pronouncing the ceremony at 
time ; and thus they proceeded until the whol 
were baptized, which was performed in abou 
forty minutes. Nothing could have been mor 
folemn or affecting, than to fee the people gath 
ering to the fpiritual Shiloh ; the minifters « 
Chrift engaged in preaching the word, and baj 
tizing believers, 1. e. burying them with Chrif | 
by baptifm. And then to fee thofe obedienf. 
believers rifing from their watery graves, fhout 
ing the praifes of Immanuel ; this caufed ti 
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eld faints to triumph, and give glory to God, 


0 / ] ~~ . a a 

. faying, ** this is the Lord’s doing, and it is mar- 
‘she Vellous in our eyes.” 

he Forty-nine have been baptized fince, and ap- 


che Me POT in general to be walking in gofpel order. 
we This reformation extended to feveral other 
Foy fe COWS, and foon after broke out in the town of 
bel Standifb, through the inftrumentality of a little 
the girl, who had been ‘converted at Saco, in the 
hey | time of this reformation. Vhis child had it on 
her mind to be baptized, and had'the ordinance 


Cllls . ° , r 

lace 2Uminiltered by Elder Z. Leach. When the re- 
lated her experience, it was fo remarkable, that 

ech Me P ‘ ’ 

ani {truck a number of perfons at the water, who 


- pif O¢gan foon to feel their need of religion, and to 
| feck for an intereft in Chrift. From this the 


ant ’ 
ref work began to f{pread in a very rapid manner, 
Tel until it fpread over a confiderable part of the 


date cown of Standifh, and almoft a!l over the town 
of Gorham, adjoining. ‘Fhe work continued, 
and the reformation fpread, until about swe 
hundred and fifty fouls were hopefully converted 
there. I underftand that about one hundred and 
jifiy perfons have fince been baptized by Elders 
Z. Leath and S. Hutchinfon.. 
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boul 3: : 
th his glorious work alfo fpread into the town 

athfno! Raymond, and began to break out at the time 
gath ? oS 


ty of the quarterly meeting which was holden in 
| pangethat town in the month of May, a. p. 1809, 
~p rie compofed of a number of Elders, viz. — 
“1: ne Duzzell, Leach, Marfhel, Parcher, and S. Hutc 
infon. A large number of brethren gathered 
from various parts. Being aflembled, the power 
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of Cod defcended on «the congregation in 3 
wonderful manner. After hearing refrefhing 
reports from the feveral churches, we adjourn. 
< ed bufinefs, and fat for worfhip. After prayer, 
a fhort fermon was delivered by one of the Hl. 
ders, which was quickening to the faints, and 
aw akenin eto finners. On the evening of the 
hirit day, the brethren retired to private houfes 
and held prayer meetings. On the fecond day, 
the afiembly was large. The people were very 
defirous to hear the word, and as the meeting. 
houfe could not hold them, it wa defired that 
there might be prcachiny out of doors. Accord: 
ingly two of the Elde ers, viz. Buzzell and Mar. 
i ihel, left the houfe ; and being fituated on 3 


} it jar rock, they preached unto the people. ‘The 
Tees power of God was wonderfully difplayed ; fin. 


ners Beet vocally to cry far mercy. A number 

} of fouls were hopefully converted before the 
apy meeting clofed, an da number more went away 
mourning for their fins. From this the work 
ipread glorioufty, and in a fhort time about fev. 
enty fouls were brought out of darknefs into 





Ae 


nea marvellous light, : vnd praifed God for the 
wonders of redeeming love. Between thirty 


anc d forty have fince becn bapetaed, and in ger 
eral remain itedfaft in the doétrine of Chri 
Mider Z. Leach, who refides in the town, has 
been a princip: 24 inftrument in the hand of God 
of this glorious work 

A number of esi 1s Who were inhabitants 
of the towns of Gray and New-Gloucetter, by 


means of attending this quarterly mecting 2 
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Raymond, and a quarterly meeting which was 
holden at Durham, in the month of Auguitt fol- 
lowing, were {truck under a ferious concern for 
their fouls, and were foon after brought into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

The reformation began to fpread in thofe 
towns, about the laft of Auguft, in a glorious 
manner ; and continued through the months 
of September, October, November, and Decem- 
ber; in which time it fpread through the wef- 
terly part of Newgloucefter, and generally thro’ 
the town of Gray.. A very large number have 
been converted in thefe towns; perhaps fome 
ov pr an hundred fouls have had a new fong put 
ir o their mouths. ‘This reformation alfo ex- 
taided into the town of Poland, and a large 
number have been converted there. This work 
went on, generally, without the inftrumentality 
of public preachers. The brethren met togeth- 
erand improved their gifts, and found that by 
waiting on the Lord, they renewed. their 
firength. ‘Their meetings were carried on by 
praife, prayer, and exhortation. ‘The meetings 
were very folemn, and the reformation carried 
inconteftible evidence of its being the work of 
God. Lhave been. informed that a number of 
perfons, who: have been great advocates of the 
famous doctrine generally known by the name 
of wniverfalifm, have been thoroughly convinced 
that their dodtrine is falfe ; have willingly giv- 
en it up, and joyfully embraced the doétrine of 
Chrift. And by their lives and copverfation, 
C2 
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it manifefily appears that they have made apy 
excellent exchange. Several minifters vifited 
them in the reformation, and encouraged them 
to go on in the work of the Lord, and baptized 
anumber. Elder E. Stinchfield, (who refides 
in Newglouceiter) returned home about the 
firft of October. He continued with them for 
feveral months, preaching and baptizing. I[un- 
derftand that the greateft part of thofe converts 
have been baptized, and continue ftedfait in the 
apoftles’ doctrine, &c. 

About the firft of September, 1809, a refor. 
mation began in the fouth part of Par/onsfeld, 
and ahowt4 twenty fouls were hopefully convert: 
ed in the courfe of a few weeks. Several alfo 
were baptized. 

About the firft of January, 1810, it began on 
the north fide of the town. The firft appear Mh 
ance of this pene mation was at an evening 
meeting w hich was holden at my houfe. At this 
mecting, ners! young people were ftruck with 
a folemn fenfe of their undone condition. The 
next evening, we had a meeting at brother B-s, 
where the power’ of God was wonderfully dif 
played, and feveral fouls experienced religion for 
the firft time. The firft that was brought t0 
rejoice in the mane was a little girl about clev: 
cn years of ag She arofe and “praifed God in 
a wondertul nueine. and the example was {oon 
followed by a number of her companions. And 
we found the faying of the Pfalmift verified, 
where he faith, * out of the mouths of babe 
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5t 
and fucklings, thou haft perfected praife.”” The 


{cene was truly glorious. It was 


alt 
ted 
em 
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* Young heaven on earthly ground, 
“ And glory in the bud.” 





The exhortations and prayers of thefe children 
fuck many more, who went away mourning 
for their fins. 

Our third meeting was holden at the fame 
houfe, which was {till more powerful. Seven- 
teen fouls were hopefully converted, and the 
ork {till fpread. In the courfe of eight days 
‘eld, @isrom the time the work began, forty-three expe- 
ert: Mrienced a change of heart, and were brought to 
alfo rejoice in the Lord. In a few weeks the retor- 

nation {pread feveral miles, and extended into. 
1 onfthe towns of Cornitfh and Effingham, until 
err Mhout two hundred fouls were hopefully brought 
ping Mout of darknefs into God’s marvellous light. 
this} ‘The fubjects of this work were men, women, 
withfand children, of all ranks. ‘The effect of the 
Theftwork was, to turn them from fin to holinefs, 
B-s,f@and from the fervice of fatan, to the fervice of 
- dil: Mithe living and true God. 
nforf™ The perfons engaged to encourage and aflift 
ht tofn this work, were the good people of all de- 
clev-MMominations. ‘The only perfons who oppofed 
od infithe work, were GOG and MAGOG, viz. the 
foonfenemies of Liberty and Equality ; or, in more 
And@explicit terms, the Drones of Society, 1. e. the 
ified, Bperfons wha.wif fh to live wholly on the earnings 
babes Mot others. Thefe were very much oppoted to 
he reformation. They called it delufion, enthuf- 
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afm, &c. &c. But let it be remembered, thas 
while the people were living in fin, houfes pray. 
erlefs, young people frolicing, dancing, carouf. 
ing, fwearing, drinking, &c. thefe men wer 
mightily pleafed. Sabbath- day go to meeting ; 
read over a fhort lecture upon Morality’s fkcele 
ton, fifteen or twenty minutes long ; and fome. 
times fay over a ftudied prayer, made up of 
ambiguous expreflions, full of impiety, and f. 
dition again{ft the rulers and government of: 
free and. independent nation : in the intermit 
fion make politics. the theme, and the well mean. 
ing: people are often duped, blinded, and itirred 
up to oppofe a good and wholefome gover. 
ment, under which we enjoy the greateit privr 
leges of any nation under heaven.. This is wha 
fuch men call good order in town. But when min 
ifters hold up the neceflity of repeniance to 
wards God, and faith in our Lord Jefus Chriii 
and the people repent. and believe the gofpel; 
when parents begin to pray in their families; 
bring up their children in the nurture and aé 
momition of the Lord; hufbands. love thet 
wives, and wives reverence their hufbands ; an 
the young: people, inftead. of trolicing, meet to 
gether to worihip God—this is.called delufin. 
But we mutt leave the candid to judge for them 
felves, which of the two looks the moft like de 
lufion. 

The whole number. of thofe who. have profe: 
fed to experience a change of heart, in the abov 
account, is about nine hundred, in a little ove 
two years, and the reformation is {till going 0 
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hat fin the towns of Limerick and Lim ungton, a 
"Ay BB coodly number have very lately experienced re- 
oul Mision for the firft time ; others have been re- 
vere da aimed from their wanderings. ‘Lhe work is 
Ng; M clorioully ipreading ; ; fouls are flocking to the 
cele: ME Redeemer’s kingdom, and praiing God for re- 
me. HF deeming love. 
The reformation is very marvellous in many 
lother places in the Diftrict of Maine; alfo in the 
sStates of New-Hampfthire and Vermont, which 
I fhall give a particular account of in the next 
cat: number. As I know that all-the lovers of Je- 
fus are conftantly praying for the conviction and 
converfien of their fellow creatures, the fpread: 
and advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
and are waiting to hear of the anfwer of their 
prayers, and always feel to congratulate each 
other on the arrival of the glorious news ; I will 
here fay, for the encouragement of their longing 
fouls, that King ‘e/us rides profperoufly upon 
the word of meeknefs and truth. His arrows 
are remarkably fharp in the hearts. of many of 
his enemies. Zion travels and brings forth her 
hildren. The devil’s. kingdom is daily depop- 
lating. Myftery Babylon, the mother of har- 
Pots and abominations of the earth, is trem- 
bling ; and it is hoped. that the time is not ve- 
y far diftant, when the waiting pofts fhall be 
furniflfed with the long expected news, ‘‘ Baby- 
on is fallen! Babylon.is fallen!” 

My brethren in the miniftry appear at prefent 
to be well engaged in the work ot the Lord. They. 
zo forth weeping, bearing precious feed, and: 
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come again with rejoicing, bringing their fheave 
with them. God is daily bletiing their labors, 
and giving them fouls as feals of their minittry 
and as ftars in their crown of rejoicing. ‘The 
churches in general appear to be determined not 
to ftrive about words to no profit, but to lay afide 
every weight, and to run the race fet before them 
with patience, looking fingly unto Jefus. And 
[have not a fhadow of doubt but that the battle 
will go fore againft the Lord’s enemies. 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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Yearly Meeting at Parsonsfield. 


> 


The Elders and Brethren of the Church of 
Chriit aflembled in yearly meeting at Parfons. 
field, (Maine) November 3d, 1810; and _ after 
folemn prayer, praife, and many weighty exhor- 
tations, we proceeded to bufinefs : and tft, 
choofe Elder Z. Leach, to govern the meeting ; 
and Elder Simeon Dario. Cierk. 2d, Called for 
reports from the feveral quarterly meetings, 
and found them to be very refrefhing to out 
fouls. A large number of minifters and public 
exhorters were prefent ; they fpake one by one 
as they felt moved by the fpirit of God, and the 
day bi {pent in that manner ; the congregation 
was large, appeared very folemn, and a great 
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endernefs appeared on the minds of many. In 
he evening, meetings were holden in different 
arts of the town. On the next day, it being 
he firft day of the week, meetings of wortfhip 
vere holden in Parfonsfield, at the North and 
jouth meeting houfes, and at the meeting houfe 
Efingham. A large gathering of people at- 
ended at the North meeting houfe in Parfons- 
eld, and the power of God was prefent to heal ; 
fermon was delivered in the forenoon by Elder 
i. D. Buzzell, and in the afternoon by Elder S. 
jutchinfon. The fcene was glorious ; the min- 
ters appeared like a flame of Fre ; their doctrine 
opped like the rain, and their fpeech diftilled 
ke the dew ; faints rejoiced, finners trembled, 
ackfliders m@urned, and the moit beautiful 
der was obferved through the whole. . 

Nov. 5th. The Elders afflembled at the dwel- 
g houfe of Dea. Samuel Moulton, and fat for 
nference. After joining in folemn prayer to 
od for wifdom, we attended ‘o bufinefs, and 


hor.epeverfed on many things which we hope will 
ifm for the glory of God, and for the good of his 
" g hurch ; found a mof blefled union in our 


parts, thoughts, words, and motives, both with 
fpeet to doctrine and difcipline. Love filled 
~ ourte Our fouls, efpecially while we heard a young 
ublicam ther relate his experience and ealltothe work 
onl the miniitry. The evening feemed to refem- 
d thee that evening when anciently “the difciples 
ation ae ® gathered together, the doors being fhut, 
fus appeared in the midft.” 
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The meeting clofed by finging the follow; 
Hymn - 


‘1 From whence doth this love and this union arife, i 
Which knits and fo faftens our fowls in fuch ties’; 
That hatred and malice are comquered by love, 
So that nature nor diftance thefe ties can remove ? 


2 In the garden of nature it cannot be found, 
It grows and increafes on Jmmanuel’s ground ; 
From the veins of the Saviour it flows ever {fweet, 
And we drink it moft plenty at Jefus’ feet. 


3 When in heavenly places together we fit, 
Where the elders, and brethren, and fitters are met, 


f é This love glows fo iweetly in every heart, 
} 7. We feel io united we’re Joth for to part. 
‘4 The time fo unnoticed paffeth.away, ‘ 
) / We fearcely can mifs a whole night or a day; 
b | ‘The union we feel, and the love here enjoy’d, 
: i‘ Are fuch that our fouls can never be cloyid. 


5 We preach, aud we pray, and we talk, and we fing, 
Z And tell our experience again and again ; 
| We talk about parting, but ftill we remain 


In love fo united, we cannot contain. 


« Each brother and fifter their tythes muft bring ia, 
Each one then doth tell of fone wonderful thing’: 
Our love then increafes to « glorious flame, 


And we give all glory to GOD and <he LANSER. 








